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Visual Arts

The Whitaker | Visual Arts

Artist Talks, Workshops & professional
development sessions for artists
Thursday 14 April – Sunday 12 June

Opening Night for

Paula Chambers | Working Girls

Martin Grimes & Paula Chambers

This exhibition, titled Working Girls, comprises
sculptural works, installation, and film, and
includes works created specifically for The
Whitaker made in response to the history of
women mill workers in the region, exhibited
here for the first time.

Thursday 14 April | 7:00pm
Thursday 14 April – Sunday 12 June

Martin Grimes | Fault Lines

In this body of work, including drawing and
watercolour landscapes, everything began
with the artist walking, whether through
the city of Manchester, or the less obviously
managed rural landscape of Calderdale.
Grimes’ practice continues to range beyond
drawing and painting and encompasses
photography and filmmaking. He is a founding
member of the Dotca artist collective, and has
created moving image commissions for British
electronic ambient artists Marconi Union.
Since moving to Todmorden in 2019 he
has been responding to the landscape of
the Calder Valley, drawn to this landscape,
a place where recent and deep history vie
with each other in an ongoing play of utility
versus the ‘natural’ or picturesque. Arguably
a key location in the growth of the Industrial
Revolution, railway lines, roads and canal
bisect an ancient, glacial geology, forming
new fault lines and enabling new modes of
living in this space, which is neither fully wild,
nor completely tamed. It is to this landscape
- scarred by these interventions to which
Grimes is repeatedly drawn.

Paula Chambers is an artist, academic, and arts
educator. She makes sculpture and installation
as a material-led investigation of women’s
histories of ambivalence. Chambers’ sculptural
practice is led by a disruptive engagement
with found domestic objects materialised as a
feminist strategy of resistance.
Her sculptures and installation works perform
narratives of disobedience; in each, items
of furniture and other domestic materials,
come together with hand-crafted sculptural
objects constructed from the stuff of home,
the overlooked and undervalued objects of the
material culture of feminine domesticity. Yet
these objects that reference ornamentation or
domestic furnishings are misleading, for their
feminine materiality has been put to use in a
manner that suggests feminist rebellion.

The Whitaker | Visual Arts

Thurs 16 June - Sun 14 August

60 Drawings + 10 Group
Exhibition

Opening Night
Thursday 16 June | 7:00pm
Special performances from live
performance artists Nicola Dale and
Kevin Dalton Johnson on the night.

Thursday 23 June

Applying for Funds from Arts
Council England with
Mark Devereux

60+10 explores, defines and celebrates
the locality and discipline of drawing in its
diverse forms.
60 artists, from a variety of different
disciplines who exhibited in an exhibition
in 2012 in Manchester, were invited once
more to submit a drawing alongside 10
new artists invited to exhibit alongside the
original 60 at The Whitaker.

Thursday 21 April

Preparing proposals and
responding to artist open calls –

with Creative Director Gaynor Seville
and artist Noah Rose

Gaynor has been commissioning artists for
over two decades and can give an insight into
the dos and don’ts of applying for exhibitions,
commissions and artists opportunities, what
works and what doesn’t. Noah has huge
experience of successfully securing a range of
commissions and projects and will share his
experience of applying for open calls and how he
makes his proposals and approaches work.

As one of the core funders for individual artists,
Arts Council England grants can unlock and
create important developmental opportunities to
help you take your practice and ideas to the next
level. This workshop will take an in-depth look
at the application process for National Lottery
Projects Grants and Developing Your Creative
Practice, dissecting the questions and starting to
consider what you could include. Mark Devereux
Projects has established a proven track record
of developing artists’ practices and careers since
forming in 2013.
7:00pm

£5 - booking required | Recommended for age 18+

Saturday 25 June

Drawing workshop with artist
Carolyn Curtis Magri

Paula Chambers will present an overview of the
ideas and concepts that inform the development
of her works. She will talk about the material
resonance of the everyday objects she transforms
into sculpture, and of how these objects speak to
her of the stories of ordinary women’s lives.

This is a full day workshop with a break for
lunch. During the day, you will explore a drawing
technique using embossed paper and a grid
as drawing aids. Carolyn will demonstrate her
drawing method Inspired by research into
forensic processes and point papers used in the
textile trade. You will use a range of different
pencils to test drawing ideas rather than
producing a finished drawing.
Materials: Please bring a selection of your
favourite pencils from 2H-7B. Other materials will
be provided. Beginners are welcome.

7:00pm | £5, booking required
Recommended for age 18+

£25, Booking required. (Lunch not included)
Recommended for age 18+

Thursday 12 May

Artist Talk with Paula Chambers
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7:00pm

£5 - booking required | Recommended for age 18+

11:00am - 3:00pm
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The Whitaker | Big Screen

Thursday 19 May

Miss Saigon

Spectacular, sell-out 25th Anniversary Gala
Performance of the global stage sensation.
Miss Saigon is a coming-of-age stage musical
by Claude-Michel Schönberg and Alain Boublil,
with lyrics by Boublil and Richard Maltby Jr.
It is based on Giacomo Puccini’s 1904 opera
Madame Butterfly, and similarly tells the tragic
tale of a doomed romance involving an Asian
woman abandoned by her American lover.
7:30pm | 2hr 21mins | Musical
£7.50 | £6 (students/unemployed)

BIG SCREEN

Thursday 21 April

Thursday 7 April

Benoît Jacquot’s acclaimed 2002 film of
Puccini’s opera stars Angela Gheorghiu in the
title role with Roberto Alagna
7:30pm | 1hr 41mins | Opera
£10 | £6 (students/unemployed)

Early Bird Menu from 5:30pm with 10% off food & drink
Family Film Matinee
Song of the Sea

2014, Directed by Tomm Moore
‘A Spellbinding tale bursting with Magic,
Humour and Heart’ Song of the Sea tells the
story of Ben and his little sister Saoirse – the
last Seal-child – who embark on a fantastic
journey across a fading world of ancient
legend and magic in an attempt to return to
their home by the sea.
Animated film. Rated PG.
1:30pm | 1hr 34mins
£5, booking required

Thursday 7 April

Breathless

1960, Directed by Jean-Luc Godard
To mark the recent passing of French
actor Jean-Paul Belmondo, a key figure of
the outstanding generation of European
film-making of the 1960s and 70s, we are
screening Jean-Luc Godard’s revolutionary
new wave classic Breathless, his breakout
role that shot Belmondo to international
fame. A small-time thief steals a car and
impulsively murders a motorcycle policeman.
Wanted by the authorities, he reunites with
a hip American journalism student and
attempts to persuade her to run away with
him to Italy.
Drama/Crime, Rating 12a
7:30pm | 1 hr 30mins
£7.50 | £6 conc (students/unemployed)

Thursday 2 June

Tosca - Official Selection
Venice Film Festival

Thursday 5 May

Taste of Cherry

1997, Directed by Abbas Kiarostami
The first Iranian feature to win the Palme d’Or,
this beautiful, minimalist film by the great
Abbas Kiarostami follows the enigmatic Mr.
Badii as he drives his truck around the hilly
outskirts of Tehran in search of someone
who will quietly bury him under a cherry
tree after he commits suicide. He meets an
assortment of different characters, but each
have reasons to turn down the job, these
extended conversations elicit different views
on mortality and individual choice.
7:30pm | 1 hr 35mins | Drama
£7.50 | £6 conc (students/unemployed)

This Is England

2006, Directed by Shane Meadows.
British drama Starring Stephen Graham and
Vicky McClure. England, 1983. A young boy
becomes friends with a gang of skinheads.
Friends soon become like family, and
relationships will be pushed to the very limit.
The film illustrates how this subculture, which
has its roots in 1960s West Indies culture,
has a rich soundtrack of ska, soul, and reggae
music.
7:30pm | 1hr 41mins
£7.50 | £6 (students/unemployed)

Thursday 23 June

Summer of Soul 2021

(or when the revolution could
not be televised)

A powerful and transporting documentary
- part music film, part historical record.
Documentary about the legendary 1969
Harlem Cultural Festival which celebrated
African-American music and culture and
promoted Black pride and unity.
7:30pm | 1hr 58mins | Documentary
£7.50 | £6 conc (students/unemployed)

The Whitaker
| Adult Masterclasses,
Talks & Events
The Whitaker
| Adult Masterclasses

Adult
Masterclasses,
Talks & Events
Saturday 2 April & Sunday 5 June

Heritage Tours

Join one of our team as they lead you on a
tour of The Whitaker. Find out more about our
fascinating history. Each tour lasts for around
45-75 minutes.
11:00am | 1:30pm | 2:30pm
FREE, Donations welcome
Booking required
Recommended for age 14+

Sunday 10 April

Create with Caroline | Jesmonite

Back by popular demand! Join artist Caroline
Coates as she leads you through the process
of using this eco-friendly version of concrete to
create your own tealight/small pot and coaster.
10:00am - 12:30pm | 1:30pm - 4:00pm
£20 | Booking required
Recommended for age 14+

Sunday 24 April

Springtime Herbal Walk:

Identifying wild food and medicine
in The Whitaker Park

Join artist and herbal enthusiast Alison Cooper
to explore the sometimes overlooked medicine
and wild food which can be found right on our
doorsteps. Meeting at The Whitaker the session
will explore the park and local landscape, to
discover edible and medicinal plants with some
folklore tales and songs added to the mix.
The session will finish back at The Whitaker with
a herbal tea tasting inspired by the seasons and
local plants.
Please wear suitable footwear and weatherproof
clothing as we cannot always guarantee the
weather.
11:00am - 1:00pm
£20 | Booking required
Recommended for age 18+
Sunday 24 April, 22 May & 19 June

Yoga at the Whitaker |
Easy Like Sunday Mornings…
Come and join Vanessa on a Sunday morning
to practice some slow mindful Yoga with an
option to stay for a delicious brunch following
the session. A slow, mindful flow exploring
what feels good for your body with breath lead
movement, finishing with a relaxing set of
restorative postures, accompanied by carefully
curated music followed by a healthy & delicious
brunch.

Thursday 28 April

Friends of Rossendale Museum
at The Whitaker presents
Mid Pennine Arts

Hear about MPA’s projects across Lancashire and
beyond, commissioning high-quality creative
work through a variety of collaborations and
in response to the distinctive contexts of our
natural, built, and social environments. MPA’s
projects examine what is unique about our area,
our heritage, and our communities and aim to
originate exciting creative work that has a lasting
impact for participants, audiences, and project
partners.

Sunday 29 May

Volunteering at The Whitaker
Open afternoon

Looking for a new interesting ‘activity’ for
2022? Need work experience for your college
or university studies? Come along to our open
afternoon to find out about how you can
volunteer with us. Meet a few of our volunteers,
take a tour of the museum and art galleries.
2:00pm - 4:00pm | Tours at 2:30pm & 3:30pm
Free, no booking required
Recommended for age 14+

7:30pm | £5 a ticket, booking required
Recommended for age 16+
Thursday 19 May

Create with Caroline |
Macrame Pot Holders

Step by step introduction to create your own
macrame pot. All materials including pot
provided. Choose from a range of colours to
create your own unique style.
6:00pm - 8:00pm
£20 | Booking required
Recommended for age 14+

Suitable for all levels, beginners are very
welcome!
Yoga 10:00am - 11:00am | 11:00am Brunch
£8 yoga only | £20 yoga & brunch
Booking required
Recommended for age 16+
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The Whitaker | Adult Masterclasses, Talks & Events

The Whitaker | Family Activities

Saturday 18 June

Thursday 9 June

Blackburn Chamber Choir
Summer Concert

Human Library

Join us for a relaxed, informal evening of choral
music, with one of the area’s leading chamber
choirs. Grab a drink from the bar, and enjoy a mix
of folk songs, traditional songs and sacred music,
including some works to honour the Jubilee of
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. One of the region’s
leading choral ensembles, Blackburn Chamber
Choir, formerly the Renaissance Singers, performs
regularly throughout the year, both at Blackburn
Cathedral (where they are based) and further
afield. The choir broadcasts regularly for the
BBC and has appeared on Radio 2 and BBC 1’s
Songs of Praise. The choir’s repertoire is broad,
including sacred and secular music spanning five
centuries.
Christmas 2021, they performed Handel’s Messiah
with a period ensemble in Blackburn Cathedral,
and this Easter are performing Bach’s St John
Passion with the English Touring Opera.
7:00pm |
£10 | Booking required
Recommended for age 14+

We are excited to be hosting The Human
Library® at The Whitaker.
The Human Library® is, in the true sense of the
word, a library of people. We host events where
readers can borrow human beings serving as
open books and have conversations they would
not normally have access to. Every human book
from our bookshelf, represents a group in our
society that is often subjected to prejudice,
stigmatization or discrimination because of their
lifestyle, diagnosis, belief, disability, social status,
ethnic origin etc.
Drop in sessions throughout the day | FREE
Recommended for age 18+
Saturday 25 June

Friendship Festival

Bringing communities of Rossendale together
for a day of music, food, performers and more…
Visit our website for more information.

Family Activities
Early Years Studio

Starting Wednesday 27 April
Drop in sessions - 10:30am – 2:00pm
each Wednesday

Sunday 12 June

Create with Caroline |
Paper Cutting

Join Caroline for this 3 hour workshop
introducing the art of paper cutting. Create your
own unique paper cut or choose from a range of
templates. All materials are provided
1:00pm - 4:00pm
£20 | Booking required
Recommended for age 14+

These play-based sessions are designed
especially for parents, grandparents and carers to
enjoy time with their little ones. Our safe space
and Early Years Team provide everything you
need to allow your child to lead you on a multisensory journey of play.
We ask for a ratio of 1 adult per 2 children due to
the play-based nature of each session. Please be
aware that if our capacity number of 15 children
is reached there might be a small wait. The
museum is free and our Bar & Kitchen is open
from 10am.
Age 12 months – 4 years
£5 a session, per child, pay on the day

(Babies in arms are free, we have a baby space)
* No session over the Easter Holidays & 1st June

thewhitaker.org

Thursday 7 April

Family Film Matinee
Song of the Sea

A Spellbinding tale bursting with Magic, Humour
and Heart’

Song of the Sea tells the story of Ben and his
little sister Saoirse – the last Seal-child – who
embark on a fantastic journey across a fading
world of ancient legend and magic in an attempt
to return to their home by the sea.
Animated film. Rated PG
1:30pm | 1hr, 34mins
£5, booking required
Saturday 9 April

Pop Up Saturday!
Explore, meet & create!

Pop into the museum and see what has popped
up! What will you explore, who will you meet,
what will you create?
There is plenty to do, just pop in and join the fun!
*There may be a small charge for craft activities.

11:00am - 3:00pm | Drop in session
FREE, Donations welcome
Recommended for age 4+

thewhitaker.org

JIGGET FEST

The Whitaker | Family Activities

00PM TILL 5:00PM
sAT 16TH aPRIL 1:
Music from

The band of wizards
Performances from

the fantastical Goofus Theatre

Design your
own Jigget

Professor Jigget is in the Park!

Today the Prof is out in the beautiful Whitaker
Park. Join him for stories of myth and folklore
and find out how to identify the fabulous trees.
The walk is around 45-60 minutes. Book your
tickets and meet in front of the main entrance.
11:00am | 1:00pm | 3:00pm
£5 per ticket | Booking required

Booking required

Saturday 30 April

Saturday 23 April

Create with Caroline |
Slipper Workshop

Ikura & The Mud Giant
A story for Earth Day from
Goofus Theatre.

Ikura needs help. The forest is flooded, the
animals are disappearing and time is running out.
Can he stop the devastation and save his home?
A story told through shadow, puppetry and music.
Suitable for all audiences. With the chance to
meet the puppets and actors following the show.
Make your own shadow puppet with our activity
team after the show!
10:30am | 11:30am | 1:00pm | 2:00pm | 3:00pm
15 minutes shows | Booking required
£4 per person, babies in arms go free,

Rossendale had a vibrant slipper industry lasting
over a century. You can even see them on display
at the museum.
Keep the tradition alive in this fun workshop
making your very own pair of slippers!
11:00am - 1:00pm | 2:00pm - 4:00pm
£8 per child, accompanying adult free
Booking required | Recommend for age 7+

Saturday 7 May

Bocholt – 70th Anniversary of
twinning – talks and family fun

Saturday 21 May

Den and Storytime with Mitch

Recommended for age 0 - 10 years

FOLLOW the map. Pick yours up from reception
LISTEN to the Fantastical Field Note,
LOOK for what he found.

Saturday 11 June

Pop Up Saturday!

*There may be a small charge for craft activities.

Saturday 4 June

11:00am - 3:00pm | Drop in session
FREE, Donations welcome

Lily & The Heron

Our friends at Goofus Theatre bring you Lily &
The Heron, a fantastical folk tale full of bravery,
heart, magic and friendship. A story told through
the art of puppetry, possibly the oldest form of
theatre performance.
Lily has stopped speaking, she finds the word
too noisy and too busy. One day she meets an
amazing friend who needs her help. Can Lily find
her courage and find her voice? The performance
lasts around 25 minutes with a chance to meet
the actors and the puppets afterward.

11:00am - 3:00pm
FREE, donations welcome | Drop in sessions

11:30am | 1:00pm | 3:00pm | 4:00pm
£4 per person, babies in arms go free
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Find the Fay, the Fair Folk, The Hidden People, at
The Whitaker Park. Find Mr Jigget’s recordings of
his Fantastical Field Notes out in the park.
All you must do is:

Can you help Mitch? He has many stories to tell
but dens are needed! Lots of them. Join him in the Explore, meet & create!
park at the front of The Whitaker.
Pop into the museum and see what has popped
up! What will you explore, who will you meet,
10:00am | 2:00pm
what will you create? There is plenty to do, just
£4 per child, adults free | Booking required
pop in and join the fun!

Join the activity team and members of the
Friends of Bocholt for talks, pop-up crafts and
object handling. Find out more about this historic
twinning between Rossendale and the German
town of Bocholt.

Recommended for age 5+

Professor Jigget’s
Fantastical Field Notes

Will you see what he saw? Will you find the
magic in the Park? Only one way to find out!
Go and explore!

Recommended for age 5+

with Caroline

Recommended for all ages

Saturday 14 May

Booking required | Recommended for all ages

Recommended for age 4+

Saturday 18 June

Professor Jigget is in the
Coach House!

Come and join the Professor for a busy day in
the Coach House. What curious jobs will he
need help with today?
*There may be a small charge for craft activities.

11:00am - 1:00pm | 1:00pm - 3:00pm
FREE, donations welcome, drop in sessions
Recommended for age 5+
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The Whitaker | Bar & Kitchen

Events

Saturday 28 May

Wedding Showcase

Getting married? The Whitaker hosts
weddings and civil ceremonies too!
Come and see what we can offer as well as
meet our wonderful event partners.
From exceptional Fair Trade teas and locally
roasted coffee, wines and craft beers to the best
breakfasts, lots of lovely vegan and veggie treats,
salads, homemade soups and sarnies to heartier
dishes. We use suppliers that provide only the
best ingredients that are locally sourced where
possible and with the view to cooking in the most
sustainable way.

10:00am - 4:00pm
FREE – booking required
For wedding enquiries or to
sign up for the showcase email
hospitality@thewhitaker.org

We look forward to welcoming you for breakfast,
lunch or supper in our wonderfully bright and
modern space, with seating inside and outside
whilst enjoying beautiful views across the rolling
Rossendale landscape. For more information on
our menus, how to book and private hire, visit our
website.

thewhitaker.org
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The Whitaker | Celebrations

Celebrations
AT THE WHITAKER

Weddings | Parties | Celebrations | Corporate Events
The Whitaker Museum is an ideal backdrop
for any event.
Whether it’s a significant birthday, wedding,
anniversary, christening or a celebration of life,
whatever the theme we can weave its story
within our walls, ready to wow and create
lasting memories.
Located in the Rossendale Valley and
set within the beautiful Whitaker Park,
the museum is steeped with history and
provides the perfect setting for your wedding
or celebration. Recently extended and
redeveloped, allowing for the creation of new
spaces to host events that offer a modern or
historic interior and outdoor spaces.

We understand that everyone has a unique
vision for their event and so our dedicated
team will tailor every detail with you in my
mind from the very start; from hand crafting
your menus, designing a layout and running
order to best suit you as well as devising and
securing all those special extras for your event.
We are on hand every step of the way.
To find out more and to enquire for our
wedding brochure please email

hospitality@thewhitaker.org

thewhitaker.org

Your Visit

The Whitaker | Your Visit

Museum Collections

Visit our shop

Free admission into the museum.

Enjoy nature inspired prints and products, items
for the garden, and outdoor activities to enjoy in
the park. Discover locally-made ceramics, designled homeware; find the perfect present, and treat
yourself to handmade jewellery and accessories.
If you are feeling inspired from your visit to the
gallery, we offer a selection of artists materials,
sketchbooks and stationery, along with textile
craft kits to get creative at home.

Come and visit our wonderful museum
collections, including our Natural History galleries,
including our famous Tiger and Python and
Nellie the Elephant. Also our fascinating Social
History galleries telling the story of our valley
then and now. We also have our magical Cabinet
of Curiosities, full of bizarre and wonderful items
from our unique museum collection.

The Whitaker shop offers a carefully curated
selection of gifts, prints, and greetings cards that
reflect the collection and themes of the museum,
and the surrounding locality.

Choose from our fantastic collection of picture
books, pocket-money toys and creative kits
for children.
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The Whitaker | Volunteering

Volunteering

The Whitaker has a growing friendly team of
volunteers who are the heartbeat of all that we
do. The volunteers share our passion to provide a
unique, quirky, space rich in heritage and culture.
If you would like to help us provide a sustainable
museum that is freely available to everyone, this
could be the start of your volunteering journey at
The Whitaker.

Why become a Volunteer?

When volunteering at The Whitaker not only are
you contributing to the future of the museum, but
you will benefit too.

Behind the Scenes

Our amazing team of dedicated volunteers help
in all kinds of ways, we are a museum that’s run
by the people, for the people.
Whether it’s running big events, maintaining
the gardens, supporting activities or welcoming
guests with a smile, we have lots of opportunities
available.
Visit thewhitaker.org/become-a-volunteer for
more information and FAQ on volunteering.

• Make new friends when you join our welcoming
....team.
• Learn new skills with our training opportunities!
• Boost your confidence and self-esteem.
• Receive discounts and rewards.
• Access exclusive events and money can’t buy
...experiences!
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The Whitaker

In partnership with
Rossendale Leisure Trust

Delivering arts, leisure & culture
across the Rossendale Valley

VISITOR INFO

From splashing around in one of our swimming pools,
scaling the walls at our indoor climbing centre, feeling the
rush of wind as you zoom down the ski slope, embracing
mindfulness at a yoga class, or getting in touch with your
artistic side with a masterclass, there is plenty going on
across our facilities to keep the whole family entertained.

www.thewhitaker.org
For museum and gallery enquiries
info@thewhitaker.org
01706 260 785

To find out more visit

www.rltrust.co.uk

For Bar & Kitchen and event enquiries
hospitality@thewhitaker.org
For information about our ongoing
programmes and events and how
to book please visit our website
www.thewhitaker.org

Opening Hours
Museum and Galleries and Shop:
Wednesday – Sunday | 10am – 4pm
Late Thursday until 8pm
Bar & Kitchen:
Wednesday 10am – 4pm
Thursday 10am – 9pm
Friday 10am – 4pm
Saturday 10am – 4pm
Sunday 10am – 4pm

thewhitaker.org
@ADRENALINE

WHITWoRTH

tHE
VALLEY
LEADERSHIP ACADEMY

Explore the past, meet the present, create the future.
thewhitaker.org.uk
Haslingden Road, Rawtenstall, Rossendale, BB4 6RE
01706 260785 • info@thewhitaker.org.uk

