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WELCOME

The Whitaker What’s On |  July – September 2021

Well it’s been a long wait, and we are 
delighted to finally be able to open our 
doors to you and invite you back into 
our incredible building that has been 
extended, renovated and transformed 
over the last year.
 
We’ve a fantastic guide of activities 
and events over the coming months 
and The Whitaker activity programme 
will provide you with opportunities to 
connect with a wealth of creativity, and 
also to contribute to the creative life of 
the community. 
 
Our ever changing programme of 
cultural activities includes contemporary 
art exhibitions, artist talks, film, 
workshops, music and family events. 

Explore connections between heritage 
and nature with our resident artist 
Professor Jigget, who will be at home in 
the Coach House every Saturday. 

Or spend time in our Reflect and 
Respond room, where you can read more 
about the new focus of the museum and 
what is important to us, have a debate, 
ask questions and vote on key issues that 
affect our lives. 

The Whitaker is as much about the future 
as it is about the past. Building on an 
exploration of the past and the present, 
The Whitaker is a place for people to 
take part in the development of the 
community. It is a place for people to share 
their hopes and visions of a better future, 
and to work together to create 
the community they want to live in.
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Artist’s Talk
Thursday 29 July 7pm
Come and join artist Kara Lyons for 
a talk about her work and exhibition 
‘Marginalia’

Free, booking required
Age 13+
thewhitaker.org
(bar open until 9.30pm)

EXHIBITION 
PROGRAMME

Kara Lyons
Marginalia
Sculpture Exhibition in The Old Stables:  
Saturday 24 July - Sunday 8 August

Drawing Exhibition in Gallery 1: 
Saturday 24 July - Sunday 19 September 

Kara Lyons is an artist and founder 
of Ebor Studio and GalleryFRANK in 
Littleborough, Greater Manchester. 
She is a sculptor whose works embraces 
drawing as a key part of her practice. 
Alongside partner Paul Haywood, she 
established Guns to Goods; an ongoing 
project making artworks of value 
from recycled guns in the interests 
of peacemaking, in collaboration 
with Greater Manchester Police and 
community based charity Carisma. Kara’s 
portrait of peacemaker Erinma Bell MBE 
was the first portrait of a woman to be 
unveiled in Manchester Town Hall. She 
is a member of the Royal Society of 
Sculptors. 

The title of this exhibition plays with 
the idea of an uninhibited celebration 
of those which are usually found in 
the margins – the overlooked; a kind 
of uninhibited bacchanalia for the 
peripheral.

The drawings
A drollery is a sketch often found in the 
margins of a medieval illuminated script, 
skilfully crafted by the professional 
copyist in order to relieve the boredom 
of the repetitive task at hand. These 
doodles often depicted mythologised 
animals used in a playful way to subtly 
mock the content in the text. In these 
drawings, the artist attempts to capture 
the flavour of decoration, draftsmanship 
and use of animal imagery as a vehicle to 
critique contemporary life.

Sculptures
These works, although abstract, suggest 
the uninhibited dynamism of women’s 
dance as a celebration of convivial 
feminine joy. These are fractured, 
multiple forms which seek to express 
the sensations of the body rather than 
traditional, single, exterior figurative 
form. These are about experience 
and they are chthonic, that is to say, 
belonging to the underworld or interior 
realms rather than an outward, worldly 
sphere.

The sculptures have been made using 
an intuitive process; evolving rather 
than pre-planned. By ‘revealing’ forms 
suggested by the material – in this case, 
cast plaster, the artist draws upon on an 
existing repertoire of references such 
as bones, beasts, fluids, flowers and 
drapery.

The Whitaker | Exhibition programmeThe Whitaker | Exhibition programme
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‘Flamingo Flayed’, Kara Lyons



Artist’s Talk
Thursday 19 August 7pm
Come and join artist David Hancock 
 for a talk about his work and exhibition 
‘A Still Life’

Free, booking required
Age 13+
thewhitaker.org
(bar open until 9.30pm)
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David Hancock
A Still Life
Gallery 2
Saturday 24 July - Sunday 19 September

David Hancock graduated from 
Manchester Metropolitan University 
in 1996 and was included in that year’s 
Northern Graduates exhibition at 
the Royal College of Art, shortly after 
was selected for the John Moores 21 
Contemporary painting exhibition, and 
his work was had his work included in 
the BP Portrait Award at the National 
Portrait Gallery. 

He has since been included in numerous 
group shows and significant solo 
exhibitions, showing nationally and 
internationally. He founded PAPER, 
an artist-led commercial Gallery in 
Manchester and is a Lecturer of BA 
(Hons) Fine Arts at University of Salford. 

Over the past few years, Hancock has 
been working from still life. His highly 
detailed watercolour paintings attempt 
to make tangible the world that we 
physically experience and how it can be 
understood. He selects objects that are 
loaded, either with personal significance 
or loaned from museum collections. For 
the exhibition at The Whitaker, Hancock 
has loaned numerous objects from 
the collection including earthenware, 
geology, and taxidermy that take a 
central role in his paintings. Having 
access the stores, rummaging through 
drawers and cupboards, handling objects 

and learning about their history, was 
an almost unprecedented opportunity 
and inspired the artist. Placing the 
actual items within a set constructed in 
the studio has allowed him to create a 
dynamic relationship between the cast 
of objects.

A number of the works draw reference 
to escapist works produced at the height 
of Victorian British colonialism, the 
legacy of which is still present today. 
The escapist nature of Pre-Raphaelitism 
mirrors our own attitudes, and Hancock 
is keen to explore why artists of the 
period lost themselves in fantastic 
constructs of the past. How we interpret 
the past and the problems that are 
encountered through the presentation 
of loaded objects in the present is not 
just an issue for the institution, but is 
something Hancock is keen to unpick 
in his paintings.
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‘Orpheus & the Wild Beasts’, David Hancock



(Please note due to dust created in the 
process masks should be worn)  

£15 per adult, booking required 
Age 18+ 

Explore! See separate details 
Saturday 7 August
11am – 12pm  |  1pm – 2pm  | 
2.30pm – 3.30pm
 
Thursday 12 August
11.30am – 12.30pm  |  1.30pm – 2.30pm  |
3pm – 4pm

Places are free 
Families of all ages

Your zine, your creativity, your ideas! 
Thursday 12 August
1.30pm – 3.30pm

Join artist Alison Cooper to make your 
own zine to explore the question “what 
type of world do you want to live in?”. 
Using a range of paper based materials 
and mediums you will take away your 
own zine at the end of the session and 

AUGUST
 
Make a zoetrope! 
Thursday 5 August 
11am – 12.30pm  |  1.30pm – 3pm   
 
Join local artist Caroline Coates in 
the Coach House and make your own 
zoetrope. Inspired by the original 
Victorian moving image toy we will be 
using all up-cycled materials old CD’s 
and cereal boxes! 
 
Though step by step instruction you’ll 
create your zoetrope And then using 
provided template inspired by the 
Whitaker collection (or you can create 
your own) you’ll make little movie strip 
and watch it move! 
 
£5 per child, booking required  
Age 7+
 
 
Create with Jesmonite  
Thursday 5 August 
5.30 pm – 7.30pm 
 
Join Local Artist Caroline Coates as 
she’s takes you step by step though the 
process of casting jesmonite. Jesmonite 
is a more environmentally friendly 
version of concrete and is light weight 
and easy to use. The quick set nature of 
the material means that in this 2 hour 
session you’ll be able to make both a 
coaster and mini plant pot. 
 
All materials are provided including a 
range of colours to help you create a 
unique one of a kind piece. Caroline 
will demo flat colour, marble effect and 
terrazzo effects  
 

EVENTS 
LISTING

All activities are designed for family 
fun – parents, carers, guardians must 
accompany children at all times (unless 
otherwise stated).  
 
Booking is essential 
visit our website or telephone 
on 01706 260785 
 
If you have any questions on accessibility 
on any of our workshops please do not 
hesitate to email us on 
learning@thewhitaker.org

JULY
 
Artist’s Talk with Kara Lyons 
Thursday 29 July 
7pm 
 
Come and join artist Kara Lyons for 
a talk about her work and exhibition 
‘Marginalia’ 
 
Free, booking required 
Age 13+
Bar open until 9.30pm

The Whitaker | Events listingThe Whitaker | Events listing

‘Kurma’, Kara Lyons

Create with Jesmonite
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Your Valley 
Thursday 19 August
Drop in from 11am – 3pm

What does living in Rossendale mean 
to you? Have your say and redesign 
part of our Valley Past and Valley Now 
exhibitions. What would you add to our 
stained glass window? What objects are 
missing from our exhibitions?

Have your say!

Free, included with your ticket to visit 
the museum
Age 7+
 

Nature is Art! 
Thursday 19 August
1.30pm – 3.30pm 

Work with local artist Emma Long and 
use the nature around you to create your 
own artwork. Learn new skills to use and 
share. Explore a mixture of art materials 
to create a mythical undergrowth scene!

£5, booking required
Age 8+

No adults allowed! 
Thursday 26 August
11am – 12noon  |  1pm – 2pm  |  3pm – 4pm

Ever wanted to know what happens 
behind the scenes at the museum? 
Take a tour, meet our curator and get 
up close with some of our fascinating 
objects. Ask as many questions as 
you like!

Free, booking required
Age 11-18 years
Children do not need to be accompanied
 
 
Explore! See separate details 
Thursday 26 August
11.30am – 12.30pm  |  1.30pm – 2.30pm  |
3pm – 4pm

Places are free 
Families of all ages

learn the skills to publish your own in 
the future!

Zines are self-published non-profit 
publications with a history rooted in 
youth and DIY cultures as an alternative 
to mainstream publishing. 

£5
Age 10-18
(Children & young people only)
Children/Young people do not need to 
be accompanied

Rhythm Calls at The Whitaker 
Saturday 14 August
11am – 12.30pm  |  1.30pm – 3pm 

Join Filomena Ianni for this amazing 
drumming circle experience.

Rhythm Calls was born as a rhythmical 
idea devoted to promote individual and 
collective well-being through drumming, 
rhythm and musical expression 
(including movement and dance) by 
encouraging spontaneous creation and 
improvisation in groups, communities, 
teams and organisations. There is 
growing evidence of the profound 
effects of rhythmical creation and 
expression on our health and equilibrium 
and particularly in a group.

£8 per adult – children join in free, 
booking required
Suitable for all ages

Artist’s Talk with David Hancock 
Thursday 19 August
7pm

Come and join artist David Hancock 
for a talk about his work and exhibition 
‘A Still Life’. 

Free, booking required
Age 13+ 
Bar open until 9.30pm

Explore! See separate details 
Saturday 21 August
11.30am – 12.30pm  |  1.30pm – 2.30pm
3pm – 4pm

Places are free 
Families of all ages 

thewhitaker.org thewhitaker.org

‘The Hireling Shepherd’, David Hancock

Rhythm Calls at The Whitaker
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Through the facilitation of play 
and exploration, we will promote 
collaboration between adults and 
children to inspire imagination, 
inquisitiveness, and experimentation.

£3 per child
Ages 0-4

Friends of Rossendale Museum 
at The Whitaker – evening walk 
Thursday 30 September
6pm

Moors for the Future 
National Trust Ranger Nick Taylor will 
lead this walk / talk about the Moors for 
the Future Partnership inspiring people 
to care for these special places. Starts 
from Cronkshaw Fold Farm and Study 
Centre, Helmshore. 
 
Free, booking required, email 
sjm@cronkshaw.co.uk to join the walk
Age 18+

 

Heritage Open Weekend at 
The Whitaker
Saturday 18 September
11am – 3pm

Find out how we care for our collections 
at the museum. Take a tour with one 
of our volunteers, chat to our museum 
curator and take a peek behind the 
scenes.

Tours taking place on the hour
Free, booking required 
All ages

Early Years Studio
Wednesday 8,15, 22, 29 September
9.30am – 12noon
Arrive at 9.30am for a spot of breakfast 
before the fun begins …. .
 
Our Early years studio is a place for 
children, aged 0-4, and their parents/
guardians to explore, play and create.  
Each session will facilitate child-lead 
play through the provision of hands-on, 
sensory experiences and open-ended 
activities. 

Early Years Studio

SEPTEMBER

 
Portrait of a Lady on Fire (2019) 
Director Celine Sciamma 
Thursday 2 September
7.30pm

Portrait of a Lady on Fire is primarily 
a romance. But it’s also a film about the 
deeply personal process of creativity—the 
pain and joy of making one’s emotions 
and memories into a work of art.

£7.50, booking required 
Age 15+

Explore! 
Saturday 11, 18 , 25 September

Professor Jigget is in residence! 
What questions and challenges will he 
have for you today?
 
Come along and help him with curious 
investigations and explorations.

See website for booking details
Places are free 
Families of all ages

 
60s Festival
The Threetles 
Saturday 11 September
5pm

Back by popular demand the best 
Beatles celebration band around.

£5 per adult – children free,
booking required
All ages
 
 
Teas and Tonics Masterclass 
Thursday 16 September
6pm – 8pm

Inspired by the seasons and local 
plants which are readily found in the 
Rossendale Valley, join artist and herb 
enthusiast Alison Cooper to learn about 
a trio of herbal drinks inspired by historic 
temperance movement and herbal 
medicine. All materials ingredients will 
be provided on the day and you will 
take home your own tonic to enjoy with 
family and friends 

£20, booking required
Age 18+

thewhitaker.org thewhitaker.org

Teas and Tonics Masterclass

Portrait of a Lady on Fire (2019)
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THE COACH HOUSE
Many a magical explorer and curious adventurer 
have made their home within the Coach House at 
The Whitaker. Each one on a mission of discovery, 
and its current inhabitant is no exception. 

Professor Jigget arrived at the Coach House to study and document 
the mysterious Faerie Folk of the surrounding park and gardens.  
And this he has done! But, when the time came for him to leave, the 
Professor found that he couldn’t. There was something special about 
The Whitaker that made him want to stay. It was a curious kind of place.  
Filled with questions to be asked, problems to be solved, things to 
create and places to play. And so, the Prof. stayed and now invites 
you to help him in his investigations and explorations. 

The question is… are you curious enough to join him?

Explore!
Resident magical explorer – Professor 
Jigget – opens the doors to his 
Coach House for a day of ridiculous 
investigation and playful exploration.  
Each week brings a new set of 
challenges and questions to Explore!

Saturday 7 August
Where are the Sculptures?
I’m not being funny like, but where are 
all the park sculptures? I’d expect to see 
at least one! I suppose we’ll have to do it 
ourselves then!

Turn yourself into a sculpture.
Pose in the park.
Take a photo.
 

Thursday 12 August
Hidden Stories
I’ve heard that walls can talk and that 
trees contain secrets. So, let’s find out 
if it’s true.

Search for hidden messages within the 
museum and park.
Use codes and cryptograms to decipher 
hidden stories.
Create new meanings.

Saturday 21 August
Whitaker Winds

What type of wind is at the Whitaker?  
How much is there? Where do you find 
it? There’s only one way to find out – 
go collect it!

Grab your bottles, nets, and jars.
Find some wind.
Collect it up and label it.
Proper science this!
 

Thursday 26 August
Exploration Bingo

There are a few things I could do with 
finding. But I’m feeling pretty lazy, so 
could you go get them for me? Cheers!

Grab your exploration card and 
adventuring materials.

Explore the museum and park.

Report back to the Coach House to
show what you’ve found.

The Whitaker | Explore!The Whitaker | The Coach House
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YOUR VISIT

The Whitaker | Your visit

thewhitaker.org

Museum Collections
Come and visit our wonderful museum 
collections, including our Natural History 
galleries, including our famous Tiger 
and Python, and Nellie the Elephant.  
Also our fascinating Social History 
galleries telling the story of our valley 
then and now.  We also have our magical 
Cabinet of Curiosities, full of bizarre 
and wonderful items from our unique 
museum collection. 

Visit our shop 
The Whitaker shop offers a carefully 
curated selection of gifts, prints, 
and greetings cards that reflect the 
collection and themes of the museum, 
and the surrounding locality.

Enjoy nature inspired prints and 
products, items for the garden, and 
outdoor activities to enjoy in the park.
Discover locally-made ceramics, design-
led homeware; find the perfect present, 
and treat yourself to handmade jewellery 
and accessories.

If you are feeling inspired from your 
visit to the gallery, we offer a selection 
of artists materials, sketchbooks and 
stationery, along with textile craft kits 
to get creative at home.

Choose from our fantastic collection 
of picture books, pocket-money toys
and creative kits for children.

Visit Bar & Kitchen 
From exceptional Fair Trade teas & locally 
roasted coffee, wines and craft beers to 
the best breakfasts, lots of lovely vegan 
& veggie treats, salads, homemade 
soups & sarnies to heartier dishes. 
We use suppliers that provide only the 
best ingredients that are locally sourced 
where possible and with the view to 
cooking in the most sustainable way.

We look forward to welcoming you 
for breakfast, lunch or supper in our 
wonderfully bright and modern space 
with seating inside and outside whilst 
enjoying beautiful views across the 
rolling Rossendale landscape.

For information on venue hire and booking 
The Whitaker please visit our website 
thewhitaker.org



VISITOR INFO

www.thewhitaker.org
For museum and gallery enquiries 
info@thewhitaker.org
01706 260 785

For bar & kitchen and event enquiries
hospitality@thewhitaker.org
01706 394 111

For information about our ongoing
programmes and events and how
to book please visit our website
www.thewhitaker.org

Opening Hours
Museum & Galleries, and Shop:
Wednesday – Sunday  |  10am – 4pm 
Late Thursday until 8pm

Bar & Kitchen:
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday  |  9.30am – 7.30pm
Thur 9.30am – 9.30pm
Sun 9.30am – 4.30pm



Explore the past, Meet the present, Create the future. 
thewhitaker.org
Haslingden Road, Rawtenstall, Rossendale, BB4 6RE
01706 260785 • info@thewhitaker.org

Photography  |  Paul Grundy, Jodie-Lee


