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Liam Spencer 
Irwell: Afterlife
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Liam Spencer 
Artist Talk

Thursday 9 February  

thewhitaker.org

The artist will give a brief overview of his 
artistic practice, and explore through slides 
and video clips his exploration of the Irwell 

Valley from its source in Rossendale to 
the cities of Manchester and Salford. The 

discussion will include revelations about the 
wildlife that inhabits these post industrial 

landscapes, and the evolution of the artwork 
which makes up the exhibition. 

 7:00pm
£5 | *booking required

Thursday 22 December - Sunday 19 February

“Perhaps our grandchildren may catch trout 
and salmon in the Irwell…. Nothing is wrong 
with it but the unmitigated filth of man…. 
Something may some day be done to restore 
dead, murdered rivers like the Irwell to the life 
that man has taken from them.” 
Arthur Ransome, Manchester Guardian, 1926. 

The river Irwell was once the hardest working 
and filthiest river in the world. Now it is an 
invaluable wildlife corridor within reach of 
thousands of people. 

This exhibition will explore the Irwell and 
its valley, from its source in Rossendale to 
its destination at Salford Quays and the 
Manchester Ship Canal. Paintings, drawings, 
photographs and film will reveal its post-
industrial landscapes and the wildlife which 
thrives there, often discreet and hidden 
from view. The artist will also engage with 
The Whitaker’s Museum’s wildlife taxidermy 
collection; to animate the inanimate with 
projected imagery. 

The Irwell’s recovery over recent decades 
has been astonishing. Trout, kingfishers and 
most impressively otters are now present all 
the way from Rossendale to Salford. At a time 
when nature is under increasing pressure 
and bad news dominates environmental 
conversations, the Irwell provides an inspiring 
story of rebirth and hope for the future. 

Liam Spencer was born in Burnley in 1964, and 
studied Fine Art at Manchester Polytechnic, 
graduating in 1986.  He is now based in 
Waterfoot. 

Known for his vivid portrayals of urban 
landscapes, particularly of Manchester, he 
came to prominence with a solo exhibition at 
the newly opened Lowry arts centre in 2000. 
Since that time, he has exhibited widely, most 
notably a retrospective at Manchester Art 
Gallery in 2006 and his paintings have been 
collected avidly. In 2005 he was the subject of 
a 30-minute documentary on the BBC. 

His recent work is increasingly concerned with 
nature, and how wildlife has repopulated our 
post-industrial landscapes. 

He exhibits regularly in the North West and 
beyond, and his work can be seen in several 
public collections, including Manchester City 
Art Galleries, Salford Museum and Art Gallery, 
Touchstones Rochdale, Towneley Hall Museum 
and Art Gallery in Burnley and The Whitaker in 
Rawtenstall.
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Saturday 22 October @ 2pm

The Whitaker is dedicated to 
supporting artists at all stages of their 
careers. Each year a new graduate is 
selected an given a solo show and 
support from our Creative Director to 
help launch their career and develop 
professionally as an artist. Martha 
Lyons Haywood was selected for this 
year’s New Graduate Award. Martha’s 
studied sculpture at Edinburgh College 
of Art and recently graduation with an 
MA in Fine Art from Listhaskoli Island 
(The University of the Arts, Iceland in 
2022).  

Martha says about her work: 
“Over the last few years, I have 
become aware that my practice is 
consciously concerned with the 
systematic and intimate impacts 
that micro gestures and detailed 
properties have on larger organisms, 
situations, and spaces. I brought with 
me to Iceland the experience and 
interest in industrial materials and 
found, forgotten historical human 
objects and their poetic symbolism 
of identity and ephemera. Whilst in 
Iceland the understanding of use of 
natural materials and ideas of temporal 
or invisible materials and gestures 
increased as I embedded the two 
complimenting and opposing matters 
of our contemporary world together. 
My work became about settling chaos 
and making space for sustainable 
well-being between human and 
natural unity. For the exhibition at The 
Whitaker, I am excited to see how my 
practice might develop visually and 
poetically back in my home after this 
time away.”

Martha Lyons Haywood 
A blink without water 

The Whitaker as an institution celebrates 
gentle responsibilities towards its community 
of artists and visitors and the locality it belongs 
to. With my exhibiting work being heavily site 
aware and site sensitive, I can bring in my 
practice with a negotiation towards the unique 
exhibiting building to celebrate and concern 
myself with the space and its locality. The 
room is not a simple white cube and exhibiting 
in a room of this character is a daunting but 
exciting proposition. My studio practice is 
largely focused on maternal processes of ‘nest 
making’ and poetic metaphors of ‘hiding’. The 
contrast of the bright room and it’s a hidden 
spaces/history is something worth diving 
into with curious results and enquiry into the 
explorative journey through The Whitaker’s 
locality and the building itself. 

“I have named my show ‘A blink without water’ 
to gesture towards a visceral experience, 
at first for me as an occupying maker, and 
then for the welcomed viewer who enters 
the space. My journey home from some time 
away is a conflicting experience of grief and 
relief, bewilderment for the future, of hope 
and fear, love and re-love. These feelings 
seem all too present and powerful in our 
collective and individual experiences and my 
aim for this exhibition is to host a space and 
a time focused on honouring these feelings 
through visual and sensorial art objects. In the 
sculptures, situations, or marks I place in the 
gallery, I invite guests to look in intimate detail, 
very closely at what is there and to step back 
and take in the space as a whole. “

New Graduate Award Exhibition 

Thursday 22 December - Sunday 19 February

An exhibition of sculpture and drawings by 
Marjan Wouda, inspired by Lancashire’s story 
lore and landscape. Fascinated by the animal 
characters which populate local stories, Marjan 
re-imagines them in paper, clay and steel. 
She prefers to place them big and bold in the 
environment, where the material changes with 
the time of day and the seasons and where we 
can experience them in all dimensions. Here, 
in front of our lovely building, is your chance 
to get up close and as personal as you like 
with “Dandy” (a two meter supernatural dog 
inspired by the history of the Pendle Witches), 
“The Dun Cow of Parlick” (a bovine giantess 
who gave too much of herself) and “Sir Hare”, 
the largest sculpture at 3.6 meter in gorgeous 
rusty Corten steel.  

Inside Gallery 1 Marjan takes you by the hand 
into her story-world. She allows you to discover 
the processes by which she develops her 
ideas from tiny sketches and paper maquettes 
to large charcoal drawings and test pieces in 
cardboard. Also on show is much of the work 
that went into the creation of two books that 
celebrate her favourite two stories, set in the 
landscapes that gave rise to them. 
Through her work Marjan compels us to 
examine our familiarity with animals, our 
combined history on this earth and how we 
share this landscape around us.  

Three large steel sculptures were  installed 
in the garden surrounding The Whitaker in 
November and will remain there until 7 May 
2023.  

Marjan Wouda
Familiar
Exhibition Launch Saturday 25 February | 2pm 

Saturday 25 February - Sunday 7 May

Saturday 25 February - Sunday 7 May 2023.  
The outdoor exhibition of steel sculptures will 
be extended into Gallery 1, showing works on 
paper, maquettes and small sculptures. This 
is a solo show developing the subjects 
represented in steel outside. 

Marjan Wouda is a Dutch-born, Lancashire-
based sculptor of international renown.  
Her work is spread far and wide, from New 
Zealand and Hong Kong to Europe, the 
Caribbean, and the US. Born on a tenant dairy 
farm in the north of The Netherlands, she 
came to England aged 19 and trained in art 
colleges in London and Manchester. In the 
year 2000 she moved to Lancashire where 
she feels she is growing roots. 

While often her work features animals, she 
is passionate about exploring the human 
predicament in a way that is engaging and 
curious. She loves the adventure of the 
making process, exploring materials playfully 
and allowing them their voice. 

Marjan Wouda 
Artist Talk  
Into the Studio

Thursday 13 April

For this illustrated artist talk, Marjan invites 
you (digitally) into her studio where she 

will share her working practice. Follow the 
journeys she took to develop the ideas she 
feels passionate about, and discover what 
processes were involved in the making of 

the works in this exhibition. 
7:00pm 

£5 | *booking required

The Whitaker | Visual Arts



The Whitaker | Visual Arts

Jo Clements
Everyone In This Room Is 
Connected To Everyone In This Room
Exhibition Launch Sat 25 February | 2pm 

Jo Clements is a visual artist based in 
Manchester, UK who has shown work 
nationally and internationally for more than 15 
years who works with sculpture, installation, 
video, AI and machine learning. She has 
lectured at universities across the UK as 
well as supporting visual artists nationally, at 
Castlefield Gallery and the Bluecoat gallery, 
through her coaching practice. She was the 
overall winner of the 2018 Greater Manchester 
Art Prize and in 2020 was awarded an AI 
fellowship with BeFantastic Bangalore 
focusing on Machine Learning. 

Clements’ exhibition Everyone In This Room 
Is Connected To Everyone In This Room 
showcases a body of new work produced 
exclusively for The Whitaker. The exhibition 
explores visual representations of the 
human brain through a sprawling ‘Brain 
Garden’ constructed from a tangled, visceral, 
cacophony of velvet brains to explore human 
connections via a strange sci-fi landscape 
that infers events and stories rooted in the 
past, present and a bizarre fictional future. 
Audiences will be able to interact with the 
sculptures using Augmented Reality to 
discover more about the weird, surprising and 
extraordinary lives of the inhabitants of the 
brain garden.

Three new film works will be premiered, 
alongside the sculptural work, to present 
humorous, unsettling and heart-breaking 
narratives, melding true and fictional events 
that reflect psychological theories around 
the strange unpredictability of human 
understanding.  

The films include Jo’s 90 (becoming brainy) 
inspired by Clements’ obsession with science 
fiction narratives whereby vast swaths of 
knowledge can be immediately learned from 

some kind of attached or wearable device. 
The film records the artist wearing a 1960’s 
hairdryer hood (with an attached copper 
battle mask) and an array of ridiculous outfits 
to deliver 90 tongue-in-cheek pieces of 
advice with a nod to her fantasy of owning 
an instantaneous learning device that 
simultaneously lets in and protects the wearer 
from knowledge.   

Stemming from her personal anxieties 
around the pursuit of knowledge and 
how we are defined by the knowledge 
we accrue, this exhibition mischievously 
appropriates Clements extensive research into 
representations of the brain, the psychology 
of learning, digital and biological neural 
connectedness and feminist readings into how 
educating women and the working classes 
was, and still is, a cultural, social and political 
issue. 

 Saturday 25 February - Sunday 7 May

Jo Clements will lead a walk through tour 
of the exhibition in Gallery 2 where she 
will introduce the work and discuss the 

ideas, research, processes and origins of 
this new body of work. 

7:00pm 
£5 | *booking required

Jo Clements 
Artist Talk

Thursday 9 March  

thewhitaker.org

The Whitaker | Visual Arts

thewhitaker.org
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FESTIVAL OF 
THE BRAIN

The Festival of the Brain! This day long 
festival will feature a variety of guest 
speakers each of whom will present 
different areas of expertise and viewpoints 
relating to aspects and ideas of the brain.  
The Festival of the Brain will take place 
during artist Jo Clements solo show at the 
gallery where she will be exploring visual 
representations of the brain alongside 
AR and AI interactions throughout the 
exhibition.  

The festival will present a fascinating mix 
of questions and insights into the ways 
in which art and our understanding of the 
brain have developed throughout history 
and new research and approaches that 
contribute to a greater awareness of this 
field.  Presented for a public audience the 
festival and subsequent discussions will 
provide a deeper understanding of the 
artists practice and research, as well as an 
expansion on the themes being explored 
throughout the exhibition, through 
presentations, discussions and Q&A’s  
from internationally renowned experts  
in their fields. 

Sat 11 March | 11am - 4pm
£7.50 | *booking required

The key note speaker for the festival is 
Professor Matthew Cobb who is an award 
winning author, teacher and translator. 
His book the Idea of The Brain, which 
examines the history of our perceptions 
of consciousness and cognition and the 
complexities and future possibilities for AI and 
machine learning, has been a major source of 
research for Clements’ exhibition. 

Presentation themes will include: how our 
physical actions and subsequent neurological 
responses are related to artistic outputs; 
Neuro- diverse ways of experiencing and 
making art; scientific notions of consciousness; 
art and mental health; the science of face 
perception through a study of portraiture; 
science and art collaborations for stroke 
rehabilitation; Artificial Intelligence and 
Machine Learning. 

We are inviting expressions of interest to exhibit at 
The Whitaker in our galleries, including our Corridor 
Gallery, and for artists commissions around the 
building and artist residencies. 

The full brief and application procedure is available 
on our website www.thewhitaker.org/exhibiting or 
by emailing info@thewhitaker.org 

*Deadline Friday 10 February, 12pm

Artist Open Call

The Whitaker | Visual Arts

thewhitaker.org

The Whitaker | Visual Arts

Artists Film Screenings
Wed 11 January – Fri 24 February
To start the year we are showcasing the work 
of artists who work with film.  The Whitaker 
is keen to show a diversity of artistic practice 
and we are proud to have excellent facilities 
to screen artists film based work.  We have 
confirmed a number of artists who will 
show work including Sarah Boulter, Elliott 
Flanagan, Parham Ghalamdar and Amanda 
Rice. We will also be introducing our specially 
commissioned film for The Old Stables by Lucy 
Bergman: Extraordinary Mundane.

The artists films will be shown on a loop in our 
Old Stables space during opening hours with 
the exception of any pre booked events. 

Grab yourself a drink at the bar, relax and enjoy 
this fascinating showcase of local and national 
artists working with the medium of film.
Free Event | *no booking required

Artists Support Day 
Thurs 20 April | All day

Do you want to discuss a new body of work, 
need help with an artist statement, direction 
with a funding application, or to pick the 
brains of our Creative Director? 

Gaynor Seville will be available for 1-1 
meetings all day. Gaynor has more than two 
decades of experience as a curator, public 
art commissioner, cultural services manager 
and arts consultant.  Having worked with 
artists internationally, she is committed to 
supporting artists with their professional 
development and demystifying the art world.  
Free Event | *booking required
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Thursday 19th January 
Moonage Daydream 
2022, Directed by Brett Morgen 
A new film celebrating the life and work of the 
late, great pop pioneer David Bowie, created 
by Kurt Cobain: Montage Of Heck director Brett 
Morgen, with the backing of Bowie’s estate 
and featuring a wealth of rare and never-
before-seen footage. 
  
140 mins | 7:30pm | PG
UK | English
£7.50 | £6 Student/conc

BIG SCREEN Thursday 20th April  
Beyond The Visible -  
Hilma af Klint 
2019, Directed by Halina Dyrschka  
Hilma af Klint was an abstract artist before 
the term existed, a visionary, trailblazing 
figure who, inspired by spiritualism, modern 
science, and the riches of the natural world 
around her, began in 1906 to reel out a series 
of huge, colourful, sensual, strange works 
without precedent in painting.  The subject of 
an upcoming retrospective at Tate Modern, 
af Klint was for years an all-but-forgotten 
figure in art historical discourse. Director 
Halina Dryschka’s dazzling, course correcting 
documentary describes not only the life and 
craft of af Klint, but also the process of her 
mischaracterization and erasure by both a 
patriarchal narrative of artistic progress and 
capitalistic determination of artistic value. 

93 mins | 7:30pm | 15
Germany | English subtitles 
£7.50 | £6 Student/conc

Thursday 2nd February
Ali & Ava 
2020, Directed by Clio Barnard
Ava, a classroom assistant, and Ali, a landlord 
and failed DJ, are brought together by a series 
of chance encounters in their local community 
in Bradford. They initially unite over a love 
of music but soon realise that this is the 
chance for something more. But will this deep 
connection be enough to survive the outside 
forces that seem compelled to keep them 
apart? A beautifully observed romantic drama 
that fizzes with truth and joy and isn’t afraid of 
tackling serious issues along the way.  

94 mins | 7:30pm | 15
UK | English 
£7.50 | £6 Student/conc

Thursday 16th February 
Kinofilm Festival 18th Edition 
2022, Various Directors | Curated by John 
Wojowski
After a successful night of short films with 
us last year, Manchester’s award-winning 
Kinofilm are back at The Whitaker! An eclectic 
programme of international and UK films all in 
one special night, curated and introduced by 
Festival Director John Wojowski. 
  
7:30pm | 15 
UK/International | English/English Subtitles
£7.50 | £6 Student/conc  

Thursday 6th April 
Toni Erdmann 
2016, Directed by Maren Ade 
Prankster Winfried doesn’t see much of his 
high-powered consultant daughter Ines 
(Sandra Huller), who lives in Bucharest. One 
day, he decides to surprise her with a visit, but 
this brings tension as Ines is working on an 
important project. To enter her corporate life, 
Winfried creates a fictional alias. Maren Ade’s 
hilariously unpredictable tale of self-discovery 
takes comedy to a whole new territory. This is 
one of the films of the last decade, featuring 
one of cinema’s most memorable dads. 
Winner of five awards at the 29th European 
Film Awards including Best Director (a first for 
a film directed by a woman). 

162 mins | 7:30pm | 15
Germany | English subtitles 
£7.50 | £6 Student/conc

Thursday 23rd to Saturday 25th March 
Pennine Film Festival 
A 3-day schedule of film screenings, 
workshops and events supporting and 
showcasing young filmmakers. This year’s 
festival is bigger than ever, offering local 
and international films, competition entries 
and more events. Please keep updated via 
our website and social media for news and 
upcoming events. 

Thursday 2nd March  
And Then We Danced 
2019, Directed by Levan Akin
Merab, a devoted dancer, has been training 
for years with his partner Mary for a spot in 
the National Georgian Ensemble. The arrival 
of another male dancer, Irakli, sparks both an 
intense rivalry and romantic desire that may 
cause Merab to risk his future in dance as well 
as his relationships. The film was premiered 
in the Directors’ Fortnight section at the 2019 
Cannes Film Festival where it received a 
fifteen-minute standing ovation. 

113 mins | 7:30pm | 15
Sweden | English Subtitles 
£7.50 | £6 Student/conc
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Saturday 28 January
Herbal Rose Balm Workshop  
In the run up St. Valentine’s Day join folklore 
inspired musician and herbal enthusiast Alison 
Cooper to learn about the beautiful qualities of 
rose.  

In the session you will have the opportunity to 
create your own pocket sized tin of soothing rose 
balm as well as an opportunity to hear folklore 
and song surrounding this beautiful plant.  

The balm made on the day can either be plain in 
colour or incorporate a natural rosy red tint where 
it can be used as a subtle lip and cheek tint. Both 
options will be available! 

All materials and ingredients (which are 100% 
plant based) will be supplied on the day and you 
will take home your own rose infused balm at the 
end of the session.

1:00pm - 3:00pm
£20 | *booking required
Recommended for age 16+ 

Sunday 5 February
Create with Caroline
Needle Felting 

Join local artist Caroline Coates to create 
your own felt design using the view from The 
Whitaker as inspiration. Step by step instructions 
will take you through design, materials and 
techniques to create your own unique woolly 
art work. All materials supplied including a huge 
range of pure wool coloured fleece.

2:00pm - 4:00pm 
£20  | *booking required
Recommended for age 16+ 

Saturday 11 February
New Beginnings
Artist Workshop 

Award winning artist Janet Mayled loves clean 
colour and pattern and uses these to create 
vibrant paintings on a range of subject matter.   

Janet will explain her influences and inspiration 
and lead the group through her processes to 
create an observation of a still life using acrylic. 

You will require acrylics (primaries and white and 
any others you may have), you may use canvas 
or watercolour paper which should be heavy 
such as 300gsm (minimum approx A2), range of 
brushes, palette.  If you have an easel and board 
please bring them, otherwise you will work on 
a table. 

This is a full day workshop. There will be a break 
for lunch (not provided). 

10.30am – 3.30pm
£25 | *booking required
Recommended for age 18+

Thursday 27 April
Author Talk with Stephen Oldfield 

Back by popular demand! 
Local writer Stephen Oldfield follows on from 
his successful talks on ‘The Forgotten Forest’ 
and ‘The Mystical Moors’ with a wander around 
Waterfoot and Rawtenstall, visiting many 
historical sites and revealing stories of famous 
characters, snippets of folklore and often hilarious 
stories of his own experiences growing up in 
Rossendale. 

7:30pm 
£6  | *booking required
Recommended for age 14+

Thursday 30 March
An Evening with 
Jennifer Reid 

Take a journey back to pre-Industrial Lancashire 
through song. Jennifer sings traditional 
Lancashire dialect and Industrial Revolution 
work and street songs. You can find out more 
about her work by visiting her website: www.
JenniferBallads.com. 

7:30pm
£10 | *booking required
Recommended for age 14+

For more information get in touch:
T: 01706 260 785   E: info@thewhitaker.org 

We are a not-for-profit 
community interest company.

We are supported by
generous donations from our visitors.

Your donation helps to fund our 
education, community and arts 

programmes - and sustains  
The Whitaker for future generations.

Did you know?



Lunch | Coffee | Cocktails | Sunday Roast | Breakfast | Afternoon Tea

Open Wednesday - Sunday | Late night Thursday till 10pm
Our menu has something for everyone. 

We work with the best independent, local suppliers and all our food is freshly made by our team of chefs. thewhitaker.org

The Whitaker Museum is an ideal backdrop 
for any event. Whether it’s a significant birthday, 
wedding, anniversary, christening, or a celebration 
of life, whatever the theme we can weave its 
story within our walls, ready to wow and create 
lasting memories. 

Located in the Rossendale Valley and set within 
the beautiful Whitaker Park, the museum is 
steeped in history and provides the perfect 
setting for your wedding or celebration. Recently 
extended and redeveloped, allowing for the 
creation of new spaces to host events that offer a 
modern or historic interior and outdoor spaces. 

The Whitaker has spaces available to hire during 
the day for breakfast meetings, presentations, 
product launches, private dining and corporate 
away days. 

To find out more and to enquire please visit 
www.thewhitaker.org/venue-hire to download 
our brochure and complete and enquiry form. 

Follow us on our socials 

thewhitaker.org

Celebrations
at the Whitaker

 Weddings   |    Parties   |    Celebrations   |    Corporate Events

Bar and Kitchen at The Whitaker

@whitakerbarandkitchen



Saturday 21 January 

There’s a Memory Somewhere 
Sit back, relax and enjoy a beautiful post-
Christmas show.  

Friendship can be found in the strangest of 
places. Follow Abigail on a journey to the moon! 
A beautiful non-verbal puppetry performance 
from Goofus Theatre.  

Why not come early and make your very own 
sock puppet to take home? 

2:30pm | 25 minutes.  
£4 adults & children | *booking required
Recommended for age 4+

Family Activities

The Whitaker | Family Activities

Saturday 4 February

Professor Jigget’s 
Storytelling Suitcases. 
Our regular Antics at the Museum has been taken 
over! World famous magical explorer, Professor 
Jigget, brings his collection of Storytelling 
Suitcases to The Whitaker this February. Inside 
each one is a world of magic and mayhem, 
brought to life through the power of storytelling 
and puppetry.  

Expect fantasy, folklore and a whole lot of 
nonsense. One Professor, loads of stories, too 
many suitcases.

It’s going to be a busy day! 

11:00am - 1:30pm
£6 | *booking required
Recommended for age 6+

Saturday 18 February

Half Term:
Printing Workshop 
Join local artist Alan Birch from Prospect 
Studios, Waterfoot in this family friendly printing 
workshop. You will be inspired by our current 
exhibition of Liam Spencer’s work to produce 
tonal prints.  

Using a portable press to create your artwork 
ready for taking home. 

10:30am | 1:00pm | 3:00pm
£5 per child | * booking required 
Recommended for age 8+

Saturday 4 March

Spring Antics at the Museum 
This month the theme is Spring! Unlock our latest 
museum mystery to claim your prize!  
Check out some of our fascinating collection of 
gems, minerals and rocks. Make and take home 
a ‘sign of spring’. And if you still have the energy, 
follow our spring trail and play a few games.  

11:00am | 1:00pm
£3 per child (Under 3’s Free) | * booking required 
Recommended for age 4+

Saturday 1 April

Easter Antics at the Museum 
Decorate and roll an egg, design and make an 
Easter bonnet or mask, solve an Easter mystery, 
and more! 

11:00am | 1:00pm
£3 per child | * booking required 
Recommended for age 4+

Wednesday 5 April

Work with the Artist
Story Creating Workshop 
Join artist Marjan Wouda and take a journey 
through story. What will inspire your story?
Linking with her current exhibition, Familiar, an 
exhibition inspired by Lancashire’s story lore and 
landscape, this family session invites you to take 
time out, share stories and get creative. 
 
11:00am | 1:30pm
£4 per child | * booking required 
Recommended for age 7+

Saturday 8 April

Create with Caroline! 
Family Lino Printing Workshop 
Join this fun family Lino printing workshops  
Inspired by all kinds of wildlife! 

Local artist Caroline Coates will guide you step 
by step through design, carving and printing to 
create your own unique art work.

All materials are provided including blank 
greetings cards to print on. This is a messy one! 
Old clothes are advised. 
 
10:30am - 12:30pm | 2:00pm - 4:00pm
Workshop will last 2 hours.
£6 per child | * booking required 
Recommended for age 8+

Saturday 15 April

Easter Trail  
Our Easter trail will lead you around the museum 
collecting letters to solve a riddle. Can you find 
them all and claim your Easter decoration? 
 
All Day | Drop in
FREE | * booking required 
Recommended for age 4+

Easter Holidays

The Whitaker | Family Activities



Your Visit
Museum Collections
Come and visit our wonderful museum 
collections, including our Natural History galleries, 
including our famous Tiger and Python and 
Nellie the Elephant.  Also our fascinating Social 
History galleries telling the story of our valley 
then and now.  We also have our magical Cabinet 
of Curiosities, full of bizarre and wonderful items 
from our unique museum collection. 

Free admission into the museum.

Early Year Studio Professor Jigget
These play-based sessions are designed 
especially for parents, grandparents, and carers 
to enjoy time with their little ones. Our safe space 
and Early Years Team provide everything you 
need to allow your child to lead you on a multi-
sensory journey of play.  

We ask for a ratio of 1 adult per 2 children due to 
the play-based nature of each session. Please be 
aware that if our capacity number of 18 children 
is reached there might be a small wait. The 
museum is free and our Bar & Kitchen is open 
from 10am.  
Age 12 months – 4 years

£5 a session, per child, pay on the day 
siblings under 12 months are free, we have a baby 
area each week. 

Starting Wednesday 11 January
Drop in sessions 
Wednesday | 10:30am – 2:00pm
No session Wednesday 15 Feb. 
Last session before Easter is Wednesday 29 March. 

Find the Fay, the Fair Folk, The Hidden People, at 
The Whitaker Park. Find Professor Jigget’s recordings 
of his Fantastical Field Notes out in the park
Pick your free map up from reception 
. 
All you must do is:
FOLLOW the map. 
LISTEN to the Fantastical Field Note,
LOOK for what he found. 

FREE magical fun in the Park

KIDS 
EAT FREE

in the Bar & Kitchen
One free meal with each paying adult.
Book your table to avoid disappointment. 

The Whitaker | Family Activities

Visit our shop 
Inspired by The Whitaker’s contemporary art 
exhibitions and eclectic museum collection.
With a selection of books, zines, vinyl records, 
children’s books and toys and gifts. The Whitaker 
Shop has been carefully curated by our museum 
and gallery staff and volunteers.

As well as supporting local artists, makers and 
creatives right here in Rawtenstall, your purchase 
will also ensure that we can keep The Whitaker 
alive for future generations.

Hand Selected
Discover new poetry, novels, memoirs, zines and 
essay collections – along with our hand-picked 
selection of vinyl records.

Supporting Our Artists and Makers
Our team also work with artists, makers, creatives 
and businesses working locally, nationally and 
internationally to curate a selection of gifts, 
artworks and prints.

And don’t forget, we’re open until 8pm every 
Thursday for late-night shopping.

Volunteering 
The Whitaker has a growing friendly team of 
volunteers who are the heartbeat of all that we 
do. The volunteers share our passion to provide a 
unique, quirky, space rich in heritage and culture. 
If you would like to help us provide a sustainable 
museum that is freely available to everyone, this 
could be the start of your volunteering journey at 
The Whitaker.

Why become a Volunteer?
When volunteering at The Whitaker not only are 
you contributing to the future of the museum, but 
you will benefit too.

• Make new friends when you join our welcoming 
....team.
• Learn new skills with our training opportunities!
• Boost your confidence and self-esteem.
• Receive discounts and rewards.
• Access exclusive events and money can’t buy 
...experiences!

Behind the Scenes
Our amazing team of dedicated volunteers help 
in all kinds of ways, we are a museum that’s run 
by the people, for the people.

Whether it’s running big events, maintaining 
the gardens, supporting activities or welcoming 
guests with a smile, we have lots of opportunities 
available. 

Visit thewhitaker.org/become-a-volunteer for 
more information and FAQ on volunteering.

The Whitaker  | Volunteering
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VISITOR INFO
www.thewhitaker.org

For museum and gallery enquiries 
info@thewhitaker.org
01706 260 785

For Bar & Kitchen and event enquiries
hospitality@thewhitaker.org
To book a table call 01706 394111 or 
visit our website

For information about our ongoing
programmes and events and how
to book please visit our website
www.thewhitaker.org

Opening Hours
Museum and Galleries and Shop
Reopening: Wednesday 11th January
Wednesday – Sunday  |  10am – 4pm 
Late Thursday until 8pm

Bar & Kitchen:
Wednesday 10am – 4pm
Thursday 10am – 8pm, bar open till 10pm
Friday 10am – 4pm
Saturday 10am – 4pm
Sunday 10am – 4pm

The Whitaker

thewhitaker.org



Explore the past, meet the present, create the future. 
thewhitaker.org

Haslingden Road, Rawtenstall, Rossendale, BB4 6RE
01706 260785 • info@thewhitaker.org


