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Recommended age group is for guidance only. If you have any questions on suitability, please speak to 
one of our team members or email learning@thewhitaker.org.

All activities are fully inclusive, please contact our team on learning@thewhitaker.org if you have any 
specific questions on accessibility.

Unless otherwise stated, for family workshops you only need to book a ticket for each child attending. 
Accompanying adult is free. 

Activities can be booked via our website or by visiting our welcome desk. 

Whilst some activities are offered free due to our current funding from ACE and NHLF, we have 
introduced ‘pay what you can’ for some events with a suggested donation. 
We appreciate donations to ensure we can keep activities running in the future.

Activities

Adult 
Masterclasses

The Whitaker | Adult Masterclasses

Sunday 23 January
Create with Jesmonite Revisited 
Back by popular demand! Join artist Caroline 
Coates as she leads you through the process 
of using this eco-friendly version of concrete to 
create your own tealight/small pot and coaster. 

2:00pm - 4:00pm  | £20
Recommended for age 13+

Saturday 29 January
Pioneers of Rossendale – 
talk and workshop on the early 
flint industry of the Valley 
Join local expert Stephen Poole as you journey 
back over 10,000 BC into the history of 
Rossendale in his fascinating talk about early 
Mesolithic industries, in particular the Star Carr 
type. Evidence of this early settlement has 
been found on Heald Moor between Bacup and 
Burnley. The Whitaker has a wide collection of 
flint which will be on display for the talk. 

Following the talk, join Dr John Piprani and his 
students from Manchester University making 
cordage, flint drills and then shale beads, based 
upon the missing examples identified by Stephen, 
and the famous Star Carr beads and pendant.

Talk 11:00am-12:30pm
Workshop 1:30pm – 4:00pm. 
£5 talk only | £25 talk & workshop
Recommended for age 14+ talk  18+ workshop

thewhitaker.org

Saturday 5 February 

Heritage Tours  
Join one of our team as they lead you on a 
tour of The Whitaker. Learn more about our 
fascinating history.  Each tour lasts for around 
45-60 minutes.  

11:00am | 1:30pm | 2:30pm
FREE, donations welcome
Recommended for age 14+

Thursday 10 February 

Tales from the Coach House 
Join storyteller and environmental interpreter Dr 
Oliver Bishop for an evening of candlelit magic, 
myth and legend!    

6:30pm - 8:00pm 
£8.50
Recommended for age 16+



The Whitaker | Adult Masterclasses

Thursday 17 February

The Life & Poetry of 
Samuel Bamford  
Samuel Bamford was a weaver, poet, and 
political reformer. Born in Middleton, Lancashire 
in 1788 he is still loved and respected in his 
hometown. His life traversed the pre and post-
industrial eras in Northern England and his two 
autobiographies published in his lifetime provide 
a vivid and tangible insight into life during this 
volatile period of British life.

Actor Neil Bell - who portrayed Sam in the 2018 
Mike Leigh film Peterloo - will be reading from 
these works as well as reading a selection of 
Bamford’s poetry. He will be joined by Jennifer 
Reid. (Jenniferballads.com)

7:00pm
£12.50
Recommended 
for age 12+

Thursday 24 February 

The Forgotten Forests and 
Mystical Moors A Picture of the 
Past with Stephen Oldfield 
An event by The Friends of Rossendale Museum 
at The Whitaker 

Author of ‘The Forgotten Forest’ Stephen 
Oldfield will be talking about how his passion 
for Rossendale and its local history developed  
from being a small boy, his childhood links with 
the Whitaker and how he came to write the 
‘historical field guide to the Rossendale Valley.’  
Stephen will also be using his own photographs 
to show a number of key sites that have inspired 
him, with their associated history and folklore.
 
7:30pm
£4
Recommended for age 14+

Saturday 12 March 

Meet the Artists… 
…of our Cabinet of Curiosities  
Join a small group tour to find out what inspired 

artist Bob Frith in creating this fascinating art 
installation and the stories behind his own 
artwork on display.  
 
11:00am - 12:00noon | 1:00pm - 2:00pm | 
3:00pm - 4:00pm 
FREE, donations welcome
Recommended for age 14+ 

Thursday 17 March 

CLOG – Spoken Word   
Mancunian Actor and poet Neil Bell will be 
reading CLOG – a retrospective of his poetry. 
His rhythmic and taut spoken word has been 
performed up and down the country for the last 
25 years and this promises to be an exciting 
and varied vocal journey.  Neil will be joined by 
special guest Emily Oldfield - poet, 
writer and lover of the Valley. 

7:00pm
£10
Recommended for age 15+

Sunday 27 March  

Apron Making Workshop. 
One-Day Workshop 
Come and enjoy a day of Leatherworking. Make 
yourself a beautiful apron in butter soft pigskin 
suede with buffalo nubuck straps and solid brass 
fittings. Personalise it with a name tag for an 
extra special present or something luxurious 
for yourself. Learn strap cutting, pattern making, 
attaching buckles and finishing in a small, 
friendly and informal workshop, working with 
Catherine Edwards, a professional leatherworker. 
The workshop is open to beginners and those 
with some experience.

10:00am - 4:00pm
£90 (light lunch & materials)
Recommended for age 16+
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The Whitaker | Film Nights

thewhitaker.org

Thursday 6 January 
The Truffle Hunter
2020, Directors: Michael Dweck, Gregory 
Kershaw 
A strange, funny and beautiful film to 
welcome in the New Year. Deep in the forests 
of Piedmont, Italy, a handful of men, seventy 
or eighty years old, hunt for the rare and 
expensive white Alba truffle-which to date 
has resisted all of modern science’s efforts at 
cultivation. 

Documentary, Rating 12a
7:30pm | 1 hr 24mins 
£7.50 | £6 conc (students/unemployed) 

Thursday 20 January
Opera at The Whitaker
La bohème, 1896 (Giacomo Puccini) 
A penniless poet, a young seamstress, and a 
lost key: Puccini’s passionate opera tells the 
story of a captivating romance set against 
the background of 19th-century Paris.

7:30pm | 2hr 2mins 
£10, booking required

Thursday 3 February
After Love
2020, Director: Aleem Khan 
After Love has the agony of a domestic 
tragedy and the tension of a Hitchcock 
thriller. Set in the port town of Dover, 
Mary Hussain suddenly finds herself a 
widow following the unexpected death 
of her husband. A day after the burial, she 
discovers he has a secret just twenty-one 
miles across the English Channel in Calais. 

Thriller,  Rating 12a
7:30pm | 1 hr 29mins 
£7.50 | £6 conc (students/unemployed) 

Friday 18 February 
Family Film Afternoon. 
Labyrinth
1986, Director: Jim Henson
Join us for family classic Labyrinth. 
From the whimsical mind of Jim Henson, 
this musical fantasy film follows Sarah on 
an epic quest to save her baby brother 
from a kingdom of goblins – and stars 
David Bowie as The Goblin King. 

1:00pm | 1 hr 41mins | Family | Rating U
£5

Film Nights

Thursday 3 March 
17th Kinofilm festival 
Various Directors 
Manchester’s award-winning shorts are 
back! Seven fabulous international and UK 
films in one special night, introduced by 
Festival Director John Wojowski.

7:30pm | £7.50 | £6 (students/unemployed) 

10% food & drink discount with ticket



Community Events

thewhitaker.org

The Whitaker | Community Events

Sunday 23 January | 20 February | 20 March 
Yoga at The Whitaker - 
Easy Like Sunday Mornings…. 
Come and join Vanessa on a Sunday morning 
to practice some slow mindful Yoga with an 
option to stay for a delicious brunch following the 
session. 

A slow, mindful flow exploring what feels good for 
your body with breath lead movement, finishing 
with a relaxing set of restorative postures, 
accompanied by carefully curated music followed 
by a healthy and delicious brunch.

Suitable for all levels, beginners are very 
welcome! Expect to leave feeling calm, happy, 
and ready to face whatever life throws at you.

10:00am - 11:00am (brunch at 11am)
£9 Yoga only £20 Yoga & Brunch
Recommended for age 16+

Sunday 23 January 
Volunteering at The Whitaker – 
open afternoon 
Looking for a new interesting ‘activity’ for 
2022? Need work experience for your college 
or university application? Come along to our 
open afternoon to find out about how you can 
volunteer with us.

2:00pm - 4:00pm | Tours at 2:30pm & 3:30pm 
FREE
Recommended for age 14+

Thursday 27 January  
Teachers Twilight Session 
You are invited to The Whitaker to find out more 
about how we can support learning outside of the 
classroom. Hear from Historic England about an 
exciting opportunity to join our School’s Cluster 
and access free CPD and local history learning 
resources - and enjoy a tour of the museum, a 
glass of wine and a few nibbles! 

4:30pm - 6:30pm 
FREE - booking required
Recommended for age 16+

Thursday 31 March 
Visit to Lancashire Archives 
Office Preston  
Arranged by our Friends of Rossendale Museum 
at The Whitaker.

Learn about Lancashire’s collections dating from 
the 12th century to the present day and include 
archives of local government and churches, 
family papers, school records, maps and plans, 
and the records of businesses and societies.  
Meet in Preston at 1.45pm. Please contact Friends 
of Rossendale Museum if you need a lift to this 
event.  

2:00pm
FREE - booking required
Recommended for age 18+

thewhitaker.org

The Whitaker | Family Activites

Many a magical explorer and curious adventurer 
have made their home within the Coach House 
at The Whitaker.  Each one on a mission of 
discovery, and its current inhabitant is no 
exception.  

Professor Jigget arrived at the Coach House to
study and document the mysterious Faerie Folk 
of the surrounding park and gardens.  And this he 
has done!  But, when the time came for him to 
leave, the Professor found that he couldn’t.  There 
was something special about The Whitaker that 
made him want to stay.  It was a curious kind of 
place.  Filled with questions to be asked, problems 
to be solved, things to create and places to play.  
And so, the Professor stayed and now invites you 
to help him in his investigations and explorations. 

The question is… are you curious enough to join 
him?

Explore!
Join our new style weekly drop-in sessions. These 
play-based sessions are designed especially for 
parents, grandparents and carers to enjoy time 
with their littles ones. Our safe space and Early 
Years Team provide everything you need to allow 
your child to lead you on a multi-sensory journey 
of play.  

We ask for a ratio of one adult per 2 children 
due to the play-based nature of each session. 
Please be aware that if our capacity number of 15 
children is reached there might be a small wait. 
The museum is free and our Bar & Kitchen is 
open from 10am.   

Starting Wednesday 19 January

10:30am – 2:00pm each Wednesday

Age 12 months – 4 years

£3 a session, per child, pay on the day
Siblings under 12 months free

Early Years Studio

Activities are supported/subsidised by 
Arts Council England

Family Activities 

thewhitaker.org



Saturday 5 March 

Explore with Professor Jigget! 
Make a Spellbinding Library!  
The Professor has a curious collection of creative 
creations, but he hasn’t got a library. Help him 
create spell books (and the spells to go inside 
them) to make the most magical library around! 

Come ready for designing, drawing, writing, and 
building! 

11:30am - 1:00pm | 2:00pm – 3:30pm 
FREE, donations welcome, booking required
Recommended for age 5+

Saturday 12 March 

Explore!  
What curious question will the Professor need 
help answering today? 

11:00am - 1:00pm | 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
FREE, donations welcome, no booking required
Recommended for age 5+

Saturday 19 March  

Spring Story, Make and Take 
Oooooo, it’s getting all springy ain’t it!   
Listen to some flora-based stories in the Coach 
House then make your own seed bomb to take 
home! 

11:00am - 11.45am | 1:00pm - 1.45pm 
£8.50 per child, booking required 
Recommended for age 5+

Saturday 26 March 

Explore!  
What curious question will the Professor need 
help answering today? 

11:00am - 1:00pm | 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
Pay what you can – suggested donation £5
No booking required
Recommended for age 5+

thewhitaker.org

The Whitaker | Children & Family

thewhitaker.org

Sunday 16 January 

Winter Story, Make, and Take 
Stories of magical harps and tricksy frost giants? 
Yes please! 

Join the Professor in the Coach House for stories 
then make your own Thor’s Hammer snowglobe 
to take home. 

11:00am - 11:45am | 1:00pm - 1:45pm
£8.50 per child, booking required 
Recommended for age 5+

Saturday 22 January 

Explore! 
What curious question will the Professor need 
help answering today? 

11:00am - 1:00pm | 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
FREE, donations welcome, no booking required
Recommended for age 5+

Saturday 29 January 

Explore with Professor Jigget! 
Build a Bird! 
I don’t know about you, but I miss the summer 
bird song. So, let’s make our own birds to look at 
and after until they return. 

Come ready for designing, sculpting and fun! 

11:30am - 1:00pm | 2:00pm – 3:30pm 
Pay what you can – suggested donation £5 
Booking required
Recommended for age 5+

Saturday 12 February 

Winter Story, Make, and Take
Magic and Mayhem are abound in today’s stories!  
Head to the Coach House with the Professor and 
then choose whether to make a wolf or seagull 
mask to take home. 

11:00am - 11:45am | 1:00pm - 1:45pm 
£8.50 per child, booking required 
Recommended for age 5+

Thursday 17 February

Design your own museum 
with Professor Jigget
Join the Professor in the main museum to make 
a brand-new set of display cases. 
Choose your items, write your descriptions, 
display your stories! 

11:00am - 3:00pm 
FREE, donations welcome
Recommended for age 5+

The Whitaker | Children & Family

Saturday 19 February 

Explore!  
What curious question will the Professor need 
help answering today? 

11:00am - 1:00pm | 2:00pm - 4:00pm 
FREE, donations welcome, no booking required
Recommended for age 5+

Friday 18 February 

Family Film Afternoon. 
Labyrinth
Join us for family classic Labyrinth. 
From the whimsical mind of Jim Henson, this 
musical fantasy film follows Sarah on an epic 
quest to save her baby brother from a kingdom 
of goblins – and stars David Bowie as The Goblin 
King. 

Family | Rating U
1:00pm | 1 hr 41mins 
£5

Saturday 26 March

Interactive storytelling 
performance of Ramadan 
Kareem
An interactive storytelling session with Hina the 
storyteller!

This interactive 20 minuite story, introduces 
children of all cultures and faiths to the traditions 
of Ramadan. Learn about the lunar calendar and 
the ancient tradition of a Ramadan drummer!

1:00pm | 2:00pm | 3:00pm
FREE, donations welcome, drop in
Recommended for age 3+



The Whitaker | Visual Arts

New Art Exhibitions
Thursday 10 February
Opening night | 7:00pm

Harry Grundy | Edge Collection 

Exhibition from 10 Feb – 9 April 
Edge Collection is West Yorkshire-based 
artist Harry Grundy’s first solo show. Bringing 
together nine works of sculpture, photography 
and drawing, Edge Collection explores the 
brutal and complex human relationship with 
this phenomenal world. Bookcases sucked 
through wormholes, drawings made with coal 
and a self portrait the height of a single pixel 
are amongst this initial survey of Grundy’s 
multidisciplinary practice. This exhibition is 
an attempt to initiate a rigorous response 
(stacking, aligning, unfolding, measuring) to an 
impossibly unwieldy universe. It is anchored 
conceptually to Gallery 1 of The Whitaker and 
the hills beyond its walls, and would not make 
sense anywhere else. 

Ruth Murray
Everything is Green

Exhibition from 10 Feb – 6 April 
An exhibition named after a David Foster 
Wallace short story - a story of loss and 
self-deception, of standing at the kitchen 
window, contemplating the view. These 
paintings of women, mostly in domestic 
interiors, are saturated by coloured light. In 
Everything is Green, the window frames a 
scene of well worn familiarity, the view from 
the artist’s front room in Gorton. We see this 
repeated in other paintings around the room. 
It’s a very human-centric point of view, but 
you are not sheltered from the wider world 
- you are the one trapped inside. Reality still 
surrounds you just outside the window. 
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Thursday 13 January  
Artist Talk with Kerry Tenbey 
Join artist and curator Kerry Tenbey as they 
discuss their experience of working with 
The Whitaker Museum and Art Gallery, their 
discoveries within the existing collection and 
how these precious materials relate to their 
making and research practice. Kerry will also 
speak about their current exhibition, Looking 
For Clues, which is currently on display at The 
Whitaker. 

6:00pm - 7:00pm 
FREE
Recommended for age 13+

thewhitaker.org

Visual Arts
Artist Talks & Workshops

Saturday 15 January 
Looking for Clues
Artist Workshop with 
Kerry Tenbey  
Join artist and curator Kerry Tenbey to leave 
your own mark on their current exhibition 
Looking for Clues at The Whitaker. Help to 
contribute to the artist’s ongoing research 
into traces on material surfaces and leave a 
handprint, a shoeprint, an impression, your 
name, your own unique mark on a clay cobble 
which will form part of an expanding pathway 
in the gallery space.  

Tenbey uses everyday accessible materials 
to mimic landscapes and rebuild familiar 
surroundings as artificial islands. Each one 
exaggerates the traces we leave upon 
surfaces. Their work could be described as a 
scavenger hunt, moving from place to place, 
Looking for Clues.

1:00pm - 3:00pm
FREE, No booking needed
All ages

The Whitaker | Visual Arts



The Whitaker | Celebrations
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AT THE WHITAKER
Celebrations
The Whitaker Museum an ideal backdrop for 
any event.  

Whether it’s a significant birthday, wedding, 
anniversary, christening or a celebration of life, 
whatever the theme we can weave its story 
within our walls, ready to wow and create 
lasting memories. 

Located in the Rossendale Valley and 
set within the beautiful Whitaker Park, 
the museum is steeped with history and 
provides the perfect setting for your wedding 
or celebration. Recently extended and 
redeveloped, allowing for the creation of new 
spaces to host events that offer a modern or 
historic interior and outdoor spaces. 

We understand that everyone has an unique 
vision for their event and so our dedicated 
team will tailor every detail with you in my 
mind from the very start; from hand crafting 
your menus, designing a layout and running 
order to best suit you as well as devising and 
securing all those special extras for your event. 
We are on hand every step of the way. 

To find out more and to enquire for our 
wedding brochure please email 
beth@thewhitaker.org

The Whitaker | Bar & Kitchen 

From exceptional Fair Trade teas and locally 
roasted coffee, wines and craft beers to the best 
breakfasts, lots of lovely vegan and veggie treats, 
salads, homemade soups and sarnies to heartier 
dishes. We use suppliers that provide only the 
best ingredients that are locally sourced where 
possible and with the view to cooking in the most 
sustainable way.

We look forward to welcoming you for breakfast, 
lunch or supper in our wonderfully bright and 
modern space, with seating inside and outside 
whilst enjoying beautiful views across the rolling 
Rossendale landscape. For more information on 
our menus, how to book and private hire, visit our 
website.

Every Friday from 4 March 
Live Music Sessions  
Showcasing some of the finest local acoustic 
acts performing in either the Bar & Kitchen or 
the Old Stables each Friday night. 

Head to our website for further details and 
weekly listings. 

7:00pm - 10:30pm 
Age 18+

Monday 14 February
Valentine’s Supper Club 
Join us in the Bar & Kitchen to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day with our very first supper 
club event. You will be greeted with cocktails 
and canapes followed by a four-course meal 
specially created by our talented chef brigade. 

Bookings from 6:30pm - 11:00pm 
£38.50 per ticket

Sunday 27 March 
Mother’s Day 
Join us for Sunday lunch here at The Whitaker 
to celebrate Mother’s Day. Our delicious roasts 
will be available all day - as well as some tasty 
specials and homemade desserts. The bar will 
be serving a wide range of organic wines and 
creative cocktails and mocktails.

12:00pm - 6:00pm
Booking recommended via thewhitaker.org

Events

Saturday 5 March 
Wedding Showcase  
Getting married? The Whitaker hosts 
weddings too! Come and see what we can 
offer as well as meeting our wonderful event 
partners. 

10:00am - 4:00pm
FREE – booking required 
Email wedding enquiry & interest to sign up for 
the showcase to  hospitality@thewhitaker.org 

thewhitaker.org



VISITOR INFO
www.thewhitaker.org

For museum and gallery enquiries 
info@thewhitaker.org
01706 260 785

For Bar & Kitchen and event enquiries
hospitality@thewhitaker.org

For information about our ongoing
programmes and events and how
to book please visit our website
www.thewhitaker.org

Opening Hours
Museum and Galleries and Shop:
Wednesday – Sunday  |  10am – 4pm 
Late Thursday until 8pm

Bar & Kitchen:
Wednesday 10am – 4pm
Thursday 10am – 9pm
Friday 10am – 4pm
Saturday 10am – 4pm
Sunday 10am – 4pm

*From the 4th March The Bar & Kitchen
 will open till 9pm on Fridays

The Whitaker

thewhitaker.org

A Special thanks to our supporters:

Guy Bishop – for his donation to support 
our immersive theatre productions

Your Visit
Museum Collections
Come and visit our wonderful museum 
collections, including our Natural History galleries, 
including our famous Tiger and Python and 
Nellie the Elephant.  Also our fascinating Social 
History galleries telling the story of our valley 
then and now.  We also have our magical Cabinet 
of Curiosities, full of bizarre and wonderful items 
from our unique museum collection. 

Visit our shop 
The Whitaker shop offers a carefully curated 
selection of gifts, prints, and greetings cards that 
reflect the collection and themes of the museum, 
and the surrounding locality.

Enjoy nature inspired prints and products, items 
for the garden, and outdoor activities to enjoy in 
the park. Discover locally-made ceramics, design-
led homeware; find the perfect present, and treat 
yourself to handmade jewellery and accessories.
If you are feeling inspired from your visit to the 
gallery, we offer a selection of artists materials, 
sketchbooks and stationery, along with textile 
craft kits to get creative at home.

Choose from our fantastic collection of picture 
books, pocket-money toys and creative kits 
for children.

The Whitaker | Your Visit

Volunteering 
The Whitaker has a growing friendly team of 
volunteers who are the heartbeat of all that we 
do. The volunteers share our passion to provide a 
unique, quirky, space rich in heritage and culture. 
If you would like to help us provide a sustainable 
museum that is freely available to everyone, this 
could be the start of your volunteering journey at 
The Whitaker.

Why become a Volunteer?
When volunteering at The Whitaker not only are 
you contributing to the future of the museum, 
but you will benefit too.
• Making new friends, join our welcoming team.
• Learn new skills and training opportunities!
• Boost your confidence and self-esteem.
• Receive discounts and rewards.
• Access exclusive events and money can’t    
..........buy..experiences! 

Behind the Scenes
Our amazing team of dedicated volunteers help 
in all kinds of ways. Whether it’s getting up close 
and personal with a crocodile (a stuffed one 
of course) in our collections team, maintaining 
the gardens, supporting activities or welcoming 
guests with a smile we have lots of opportunities 
available. 

Visit thewhitaker.org/become-a-volunteer for 
more information and FAQ on volunteering at 
The Whitaker!

Special Thank You



Explore the past, meet the present, create the future. 
thewhitaker.org.uk

Haslingden Road, Rawtenstall, Rossendale, BB4 6RE
01706 260785 • info@thewhitaker.org.uk


