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The Whitaker

The Whitaker won the
Best Cultural Venue/

Organisation award at the
Lancashire Tourism Awards for
2024

28,000 visits Lancashire

Tourism Awards
—— 2024 —
recorded WItHER

CULTURAL VENUE / ORGANISATION AWARD

Funding Received

We had a really successful year in attracting over £270,000 of external funding.
We received an extension to our National Portfolio Status to 2027.

Secured £450,000 from National Lottery Heritage Fund for a 3-year

programme to improve our long term financial resilience. This enabled us to recruit
3 new staff members and to look into the feasibility and design of a potential new
accommodation wing.

Further funds were secured from:

- Jonathan Ruffer Curatorial Scheme and Museums Development North for staff
development and training

« Simply Schools for our Education Programme

« Historic England for a project with young people to uncover hidden histories

« Rossendale Borough Council for a Museum on the move project

Exhibitions Hosted:

April 2024 May 2024

November 2024

March 2025

NW collective Short
Supply and local
emerging artists
Jasper Howard and
Issac Jordan.

Whitaker volunteer
and Hebden Bridge
based Carolyn Curtis
Magri and Venice
based Deirdre Kelly
had a 2 person show
alongside Manchester
artists Pat Flynn and
Andrew McDonald.

Local Waterfoot
artist Caroline
Johnson and
London based
Liane Lang.

Ventriloquism,

a major group
show of local and
national artists.

All exhibitions included items from our heritage collection and artists talk, workshops
and Q&A events were programmed. The final exhibition attracted 200 people on the
opening night and Jane Horrocks provided a voice over for the exhibition and attended

the opening event.
»»
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Blackburn artist
Jamie Holman.

We continue to support our more amateur local arts scene through making

space available via our Corridor Gallery - in the last year we have hosted
exhibitions from Rossendale Arts Trail, Waterfoot Prospect Studios and Valley Artist’s Studio,
artists from our volunteer team and students from Burnley College.

Collections:

Supported five
contemporary visual art
exhibitions exploring
themes including Al,

landscape, maps, protest
and art collecting.

647 new collection records
created (from untraced
finds in collection or
accessioned items) and
6022 records modified
(updated locations,
conditions, research,

display)

We have led engagement
projects such as working
with 12 young people on the
youth leaders project and 7
university students as part of
a fine art residency.

We have put on seven
historical displays about
Rossendale Male Voice Choir,
World War One memorial
boards, a 60’s display,
still life’s, interiors, new
acquisitions and a foreign
souvenirs display.

50 weekly object handling
sessions have been delivered,
allowing visitors to handle
and discuss different objects
from the collection. 396
members of the public
engaged in activity with
100% positive feedback.

Heritage Open Days and two
further collections talks with
exhibiting artists. The talks

proved very popular with 342

attendees and 100% positive

feedback.
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23 volunteers have given
583 volunteer hours
to documenting the

collections and ensuring

that they are cared for
and that people can
engage with them.

We have accepted 10
donation offers and
added these to our

permanent collection and
education collection.

We have loaned out two
sets of items; Bellarmine
Jugs and a Mute Swan
egg and loaned in a
banner associated with the
Weaver’s Uprising project.



Key Events & Activities

Pride

We delivered
Rossendale’s first ever
Pride event in partnership
with Spectrum Inclusion.
This was a day of
performances, music,
workshops, information
stands and a parade
through the park.

More than 550 people
attended surpassing all
of our expectations and
this will now be an annual
event.

&

Winterfest

Our annual Christmas
market, attracted over
1,000 people to quality
craft stalls, festive food
and drink and visits to
Santa. Including this year
our first session with Santa
for those with special
needs.

We have continued with
our weekly creative Early
Years sessions bringing
our youngest visitors to
the The Whitaker every
Wednesday.

Hosted artists
masterclasses, family
workshops, artist talks
and demonstrations and
sold-out heritage talks.

We currently have 118 volunteers!
These include front of house, shop support, maintenance, activity and

Many schools, colleges
and university groups
have attended for formal
and informal tours.

We have screened 18
films, including opera,
family films and a special
‘eat the movies’ event.
We’ve shown 5 National
Theatre Live screenings,
hosted 12 artists talks and
18 adult masterclasses or
special interest sessions,
and 18 family workshops.

collections roles. We are proud of our diverse range of volunteers and our
ongoing support with local refugees and asylum seekers who are part of
this valuable team.

Partnerships

Rossendale Rays have continued to develop activity in our Coach House,

needs and their families.

< partnering on programming and providing activities for children with additional

Beacon Dementia continue to provide space in their on site workshop and

activity in our garden for people living with dementia and their carers.

Spectrum Inclusion Rossendale partnered with us on Pride and are keen to

=i move into our garden area with their own unit, funding allowing.

Salford University have students with us once again on a residency engaging
with our collections to create new artwork.

Manchester Metropolitan University invited us to partner on a project exploring

% the theme of Time which we hope will lead to a larger event based at The
Whitaker in the future.
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